About The Hanen Centre

Founded in 1975, The Hanen Centre is a
Canadian not-for-profit charitable orga-
nization with a global reach. Our mission
is to provide parents, caregivers, early
childhood educators and Speech-Lan-
guage Pathologists/Therapists with the
knowledge and training they need to help
young children develop the best possible
language, social and literacy skills. This
includes young autistic children or chil-
dren who may benefit from social com-
munication support.
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TERM 1-2, 2024 WORKSHOP DATES:
Fridays, 12pm-2.30pm.
5th April - 24th May.

FREE Orientation sessions (zoom):
Thursday 29th February: 7pm-8pm
Friday 8th March: 12pm-1pm

For more information / RSVP, contact:
Pashenka Gribbin

Speech Pathologist

Kids Uni Early Intervention

Ph: (02) 4221 5299.

E: pgribbin@uow.edu.au

The Hanen Program®
for Parents of Young Autistic
Children or Children Who
May Benefit from Social
Communication Support

Helping you turn every moment
of your child’s life into an
oopportunity to communicate

Information for Parents
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HELPING YOU
HELP CHILDREN COMMUNICATE

o‘e“‘\al‘l Wo,df o

The Hanen Program®
for Parents of Young Autistic Children
or Children Who May Benefit from Social
Communication Support

About the More Than Words®
Program

More Than Words is a program that pro-
vides parents of young autistic children
or children who may benefit from social
communication support with practical
strategies to support their child’s commu-
nication.

This unique program was developed by
experienced speech-language pathol-
ogists at The Hanen Centre. More Than
Words is offered to parents around the
world by Hanen Certified Speech-Lan-
guage Pathologists/Therapists who have
received specialized training from The
Hanen Centre.

Why Are Parents Involved in the
More Than Words® Program?

Parents are the most important peo-
plein their child’s life, as well as their
child’s best teacher. As a parent, one of
the greatest gifts you can give your child
is the support to communicate and find
more joy in their interactions with oth-
ers. In the More Than Words Program, you
learn practical and powerful strategies to
support your child’s communication and
interaction during fun everyday routines
and activities.

It is within these familiar and joyful
everyday interactions that your child’s
communication skills will grow.

What Parents Learn in the More
Than Words® Program

m  How your child communicates right
now and the next steps to take

m  How your child learns best and how to
take advantage of these preferences

m  What motivates your child to commu-
nicate

m  How to turn everyday activities into
opportunities to support your child’s
communication

m  How to help your child understand
what you say

m How to join in on your child’s favour-
ite things to do and help them devel-
op their communication skills while
having fun together




The More Than Words® Program
Offers:

m A consultation for you and your child-
with a Hanen Certified Speech-Lan-
guage Pathologist/Therapist before
the program begins.

m  Aseries of informative and personal
classes for small groups of parents

m  Three individual consultations for
you and your child with your Hanen
Certified Speech-Language Patholo-
gist/Therapist during which:

* youdiscuss social communication
goals and specific strategies for
your child.

* you are video recorded interacting
with your child during everyday
activities. This video is then re-
viewed and discussed with you so
you can “see” what is helping and
what else you can do to to support
your child’s interaction and com-
munication.

Program Materials

The More Than
Words Program is
supported by the
Hanen guidebook
More Than Words. This
beautifully illustrated
book follows the

et program’s content in a
Fern Sussman practical and easy-to-

understand format.
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For more information about More Than Words
resources, visit www.hanen.org/MTWresources

What Parents and Professionals Say
About More Than Words®

“My son has made incredible strides due

to your program. He has surprised a lot

of people... What I really love about your
course is that we are taught to work with our
children... Your course is invaluable and a
must-do for parents, relatives and friends. I
am forever grateful.”

Debra, mother of 4-year-old, Anthony

“More Than Words is a ‘must-have’ reference
for parents [of autistic children], and for
professionals supporting parents. More Than
Words respects the need for parents to be
parents and for children to be children - and
to learn as children learn, using develop-
mentally appropriate practices. Parents and
professionals will love this book and the
Hanen approach.”

Barry M. Prizant, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Director, Childhood Communication Services
Cranston, Rhode Island

Adjunct Professor, Brown University Center
for the Study of Human Development

The More Than Words® Program

Parents learn practical ways to help their child
reach the following four goals:

1. More back-and-forth social
interactions

Learn strategies to have more joyful back
and forth interactions with your child in
everyday activities.

3. Increased turn-taking in routines
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Support your child’s participation in
routines.

2. Enhanced communication skills

Whoal There's A
an airplane!

Help your child take the next social
communication step based on their
current abilities.

4. Improved understanding of
language

(It's a birdl!

Help your child make sense of their world.
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